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GENEVA THREATENS SANCTIONS 


by Raymond Leslie Buell* 


GENEVA, Sept. 17—The last ten days have 
witnessed an impressive demonstration on the 
part of 52 governments who insist that the 
League must not die and that the threatened war 
between Ethiopia and Italy must not take place 
unchallenged. The situation remains grave, but 
there are certain elements of hope. 

The Committee of the League Council is still 
working out a new plan of international assis- 
tance for Ethiopia, which is designed to meet 
Italy’s economic needs and which it is hoped Italy 
will finally accept. In many circles, however, the 
belief is held that Mussolini is determined to 
launch his campaign against Ethiopia, reject all 
forms of peaceful compromise, and withdraw 
from the League of Nations. It is significant that 
here in Geneva, Italy stands isolated; and Great 
Britain, France and Soviet Russia, not to mention 
the lesser powers, have publicly announced their 
intention to defend the Covenant to the utmost. 

In his address to the Assembly on September 
11, Sir Samuel Hoare, the Foreign Secretary of 
Great Britain, declared: “In conformity with its 
precise and explicit obligations, the League stands 
and my country stands with it, for the mainte- 
nance of the Covenant in its entirety and particu- 
larly for steady and collective resistance to all 
acts of unprovoked aggression.” 


Two days later, Monsieur Laval, head of the 
French government, declared: “France is faithful 
to the Covenant; she cannot fail in her obliga- 
tions. With undiminished fervor, the representa- 
tives of France have maintained and supported 
the doctrine of collective security. This doctrine 
remains and will remain the doctrine of France. 
The Covenant remains our international law.” 

On the basis of these declarations, the League 
of Nations for the first time in its history is con- 


*From a speech broadcast on September 17 over the facilities of the 
National Broadcasting Company. 


sidering the imposition of an economic and finan- 
cial boycott against an aggressor state. It is by 
no means certain that League members will ac- 
tually apply sanctions if Italy illegally goes to 
war, but they are closer to sanctions today than 
they have been at any previous time in League 
history. 

The second outstanding development of the past 
ten days has been the recognition that the League 
of Nations must not only establish international 
order but should also take steps to realize inter- 
national justice. On September 11 Sir Samuel 
Hoare declared: “It is not enough to insist collec- 
tively that war shall not occur or that war, if it 
does occur, shall be brought to an end. Some- 
thing must also be done to remove the causes from 
which war is apt to arise .... The world is not 
static and changes will from time to time have to 
be made.” In these impressive words the spokes- 
man of the British government intimates that the 
League should become the instrument of changing 
unjust boundary lines and correcting injustices 
born of the World War. 

Sir Samuel went further and declared: “Some 
countries in their native soil or in their colonial 
territories do possess what appear to be prepon- 
derant advantages in regard to raw material. It 
is not unnatural that such a state of affairs should 
give rise to fear lest exclusive monopolies be set 
up at the expense of those countries that do not 
possess colonial empires. The British Govern- 
ment for its part would be willing to participate 
in an investigation as to how far a fairer distribu- 
tion of raw materials could best be guaranteed.” 

Thus three great ideas seem to be taking con- 
crete form in the present sessions of the League: 
first, international sanctions against a state which 
illegally goes to war; second, the revision of un- 
just treaties; third, the more equitable distribu- 
tion of raw materials, a proposal which is of the 
utmost importance to overpopulated countries 
such as Germany and Italy. Should League mem- 


bers proceed actually to apply these three prin- 
ciples, the prospect of establishing a world organi- 
zation would be immeasurably enhanced. 

Distressed by the apparent hopelessness of the 
European situation, many Americans naturally 
believe that the interests of the United States lie 
in staying out of a general war, when it comes, 
rather than to assist in preventing its outbreak. 
This view is well understood here and no one ex- 
pects the United States actively to participate in 
a League blockade against Italy. Nevertheless, 
the question is being asked whether the United 
States will really remain aloof or whether it will 
help Italy to proceed in its campaign in Ethiopia 
and to defy the League. For example, should 
League members impose an embargo upon the 
shipment of raw cotton to Italy, it is questionable 
whether President Roosevelt under the terms of 
the Neutrality Act of August 13, 1935 would have 
power to prevent the shipment of American cot- 
ton to Italy. Consequently, we may soon see a 
situation arise in which the League of Nations 
will attempt to stop the shipment of raw materi- 
als to Italy and Italy will escape from this boy- 
cott by buying such materials in the United States. 

If the American people wish to assist in the cor- 
rective effort to maintain and develop peace, we 
could do so without in any way becoming involved 
in European political controversy by taking three 
steps: First, the President should be given power 
to stop the export of goods to or the import of 
goods from a state which goes to war in violation 
of its obligations. Second, the American govern- 
ment should express its willingness to participate 
in any international inquiry in regard to the dis- 
tribution of raw materials. Third, the American 
government should press more strongly than ever 
for the reduction of trade barriers and monetary 
stabilization measures which are essential to 
world economic recovery. By such steps, the 
United States could assist in gradually building 
up a new international system while at the same 
time remaining aloof from the traditional political 
controversies of Europe. 


NAZIS ADOPT ANTI-JEWISH LAWS 


New measures against Jews, fulminations 
against democracy and Marxism, and a great re- 
view of military units marked the Sixth Nazi 
Party Congress held at Nuremberg September 10 
to 16. After applauding speeches by Hitler and 
Goering, a special session of the Reichstag con- 
vened on September 15 unanimously adopted Nazi 
decrees clarifying the civil status of Jews in Ger- 
many. The new laws, which apply only to “pure” 
Jews, constitute little more than a legalization of 
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the existing situation. They deprive Jews of Ger. 
man citizenship, granting them a subordinate po. 
sition as “state members’; forbid marriages and 
extra-marital relations between Jews and Ger. 
mans as well as the employment of “Aryan” do. 
mestic help under the age of 45; and prohibi 
Jews from flying the swastika, now the nationa 
flag. Coupled with a decree issued September 1( 
providing for the establishment of separate Jew. 
ish schools, these laws virtually complete the so. 
cial isolation of German Jews and go far towar 
realization of the Nazi concept of “purity oj 
race.” Should legal regulation of the problen 
prove unsatisfactory, Hitler declared that it wil! 
be turned over to the Nazi party for “final solu. 
tion’ —presumably by extra-legal means. Mean. 
while, the extent to which Jews are to be permit. 
ted to participate in economic activities remain: 
to be defined in administrative regulations. 

These developments appear to constitute a no- 
table victory for party radicals over the economi 
conservatives led by Hjalmar Schacht, Nazi eco- 
nomic dictator. The gains made by the radicals 
were exemplified in a party manifesto written by 
Hitler and read to the Congress on September 1] 
The National Socialist state, according to the 
proclamation, regards as its sworn foes “Jewish 
Marxism, and parliamentary democracy which is 
related to it,” “the politically and morally corrupt 
Catholic Centrists,” and “certain elements of 
stupid and reactionary bourgeoisie.” To cur! 
these elements the party is to be employed wher 
state authority proves unsuitable—a harbinger of 
renewed Nazi terrorism. It is difficult to recon- 
cile this pronouncement with Hitler’s oblique ref- 
erence on September 16 to a gradual liquidation 
of the Nazi revolution. The prevailing foreig: 
opinion appears to be that only continued mili- 
tancy can preserve German “unity” in the face o! 
a declining standard of living and a precarious 
government financial situation. 

In the field of foreign affairs, Hitler confined 
himself largely to generalities. A veiled assertion 
of complete neutrality in the Ethiopian crisis was 
seen in one of his statements. In sharp contrast 
to his treatment of the German-Jewish minority 
at home, the Fuehrer forcefully called attention 
to the strained situation at Memel, where elections 
scheduled for September 29 are regarded by the 
united German parties as a plebiscite on the ques- 
tion of return to the Reich. Lithuania has as- 
sured the signatory powers of the Meme] statute 
that the elections will be conducted in a legal man- 
ner, and diplomatic representatives of Great Brit- 
ain, France and Italy will observe the balloting 
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